
The Burren is renowned for its rich archaeological 

heritage as well as for its impressive cave 

systems both of which made the discovery of a 

new cave with archaeological material espec1ally 

exciting. Moneen Cave is located towards the 

summit of Moneen Mountain. Known to the 

landowner, Gerard Collins all his life, it only 

came to the attention of cavers in 2010 when 

hill walker Tony McFadden stumbled across the 

entrance and mentioned it to Terry Casserly of 

the Clare Caving Club. 

In 2011 . cavers Quentin Cooper, Gaelen Elliffe 

and Tim O'Connell were digging through the floor 

to see if access to a larger cave system could be 

reached. In the process they made some very 

important discoveries: an antler hammer-head collaboration that drew on their joint expertise in 

(or macehead), prehistoric pottery, a human this specialised environment. 

skull, animal bones and oyster shells. 

Digging was Immediately suspended and 

Chnsllne Grant of the National Monuments 

Service (N.M.S.) was contacted. The 

significance of the s1te was quickly realised and 

funding for a rescue excavation was provided 

by the N.M.S. A two-week excavation followed 

with a team of archaeologists (M. Oowd, Elaine 

Lynch, Clodagh Lynch and Michael Lynch) 

and cavers (T. Casserly, Q . Cooper and T. 

O'Connell) - the first archaeological excavation 

in Ireland to include a team of both cavers and 

archaeologists. It proved a very successful 

The cave cons1sts of a small chamber 2.8m x 

3.4m. Access to the interior is via a small opening 

in the cave roof with a drop of 1.8m to the cave 

floor beneath. The objective was to recover 

archaeological material exposed in the cave and 

to try and understand how the cave had been 

used. A significant quantity of artefacts was 

recovered as well as animal bones and a human 

skeleton. To retrieve tiny bones and artefacts, all 

the soil excavated was taken outside the cave 

and washed through sieves. Some soil was 

taken to Institute of Technology Sligo and sieved 

under laboratory conditions. Though less than 




